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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Behrooz Nikzat
with Mohammad Ali Rashti in Washington, D.C., in October, 1982,

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transeript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, conversational style that is inherent in sueh historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuscript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars aceredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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MOHAMMAD-ALT RASHTI

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Mr., Rashti was born in Yazd in 1298 H.(1918) into a commercially-
oriented family. He received a Bachelor of Law degree from Tehran
University in 1943, and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Political Science
and International Law from Columbia and New York University.

He served as Deputy Administration Officer and Office Superintendent
of General Relations of Plan Organization. He was one of the founding
members of Iran Novin Party and was elected Deputy to the 2lst, 22nd,
and 23xd Majlis from Yazd. While in the Parliament he was a member of
Foreign Relations Committee, Planning Committee, and Supervisory Board
on Central Bank's Activities. He also held the chairmanship of the
Iranian Parliamentary Group of the Inter-Parliamentary Conference.

Mr. Rashti's wide range of professional experience both inside
and cutside Iran enables him to present a valuable analysis of parlia-
mentary politics, electoral system, and political parties in Iran and
abreoad. His critical views of the structure and procedure of the
Foreign Ministry are specifically worthy of consideration due to his
service in that Ministry and as the Ambassador to Swaziland and Lesotho
and also as the General Consul in Johannesburg.

Mr, Rashti's parliamentary recollections are most valuable due to
special importance and sensivity of the period he describes; During
which the parliament reopened after an interval of two years and nine
months, certain controvercial laws such as the law of capitulation
were passed, and finally, the various political parties were abolished
and single party system was established

4801 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Suile 670
Washington, D.C. 20016, Telephone: (202} 686-1224
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